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REVIEWS 


The apology made for their introduction upon the ground that they 
arc not complications of labor is unnecessary, since both at times 
do complicate the child-bearing process, and, in any event, are 
closely related to it. The first of these two chapters may be dis¬ 
missed with the statement that it is in keeping with the remainder of 
the work, than which no criticism could be more favorable; but this 
cannot be said with respect to the chapter devoted to eclampsia. 
This portion of the book is hardly abreast with present-day teaching, 
and a careful reading will leave one with a suspicion that the author 
did not desire that it should be. Aside from its last paragraph, 
consisting of instructions as to treatment by morphine and hydro¬ 
therapy, it is somewhat too vague to be of much practical value, 
both as regards pathology and treatment. While it is universally 
admitted that our ignorance as to the essential etiology of eclampsia 
is abysmal, it would certainly have served a better purpose to have 
considered the subject from the basis of the theories of auto-intoxi¬ 
cation rather than to have made a thoroughly artificial division, ad¬ 
mittedly based upon an imaginary pathology. The most glaring 
defect in the chapter, however, is the hopeless attitude with regard 
to prophylaxis. This is pernicious teaching in the light of common 
present-day knowledge. It is to be hoped that in the editions of the 
future the author will sec fit to bring this chapter up to the standard 
of excellence of the remainder of the work. . W. U. N. 


Practical Obstetrics. By K. Hastings Tweedy, F.R.C.P.I., 
Master of the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin; and G. T. Wrench, 
M.D., Late Assistant Master. Second edition; pp. 491; 159 
illustrations. London: Henry Frowdc, and Hodder & Stoughton, 
1910. 

This book, as is shown by its title, aims to present simply the 
practical side of obstetrics. It is really a rather elaborate compcnd 
or syllabus, as those terms are understood in this country; in other 
words, it is a book which will be useful to the student preparing for* 
examination or to the ill-trained practitioner who desires to become 
conversant with the elements of obstetrics. It could not he used as 
a text-book in American medical schools of the first class, as it 
comprises simply the practice of the Rotunda Hospital and does not 
pretend to give an exhaustive survey of either the theoretical or 
practical aspects of the subject. Its review has been of decided 
interest, since it is an authoritative expression of the technique of a 
very famous institution. Of course, it goes without saying that in 
the main its teaching is the result of great experience and that it is 
eminently sound, hut there are a few exceptions. For instance, we 
have been greatly interested in the ail vised avoidance of both bleed¬ 
ing and sweating in the treatment of eclampsia; in the statement 



tocsey: medical electricity 


that patience is tlie only treatment of an undilating os, the result of 
primary inertia; and the implied advocacy of quinine, ergo'tinin, 
and treacle as stimulants in uterine inertia. While bv far the greater 
number of subjects are well and clearly handled, the description of 
vaginal Cesarean section and uterine suspension are not (riven in 
sufficient detail to allow of their comprehension by the ordinary 
reader. 1 lie advocacy of complete anesthesia for forceps delivery 
is certainly dangerous teaching ir followed bv the general practi- 
■oner mins every-day practice. Those who follow it conscien¬ 
tiously will undoubtedly gain a rather wide experience in post- 
piirtuni bleeding. It seems rather foolish to advocate the use of the 
bkutsch pelvimeter to men whose work is of necessity done in private 
houses and in many instances among the poor. This instrument 
is undoubtedly of value in trained hands, particularly in hospitals 
where ample assistance is available, but the ordinary practitioner 
would certainly obtain naught but misleading evidence from its use 
I he usual method of estimation by means of the diagonal conjugate 
as measured by the examining linger is amply sufficient for his needs. 
In the performance of abdominal Cesarean section it hardly seems 
needful to compress the bread ligaments during the incision of the 
uterus or to dilate the cervix afterward, even if there were no dila¬ 
tation. Certainly the use of the finger as the dilating force would 
not appeal to many obstetricians. 

While, as has been already stated, the book fulfils its purpose 
quite well it is nevertheless somewhat of a disappointment, since 
a different treatment of "practical obstetrics’’ might be expected 
from men of the prominence and experience of the authors of the 
present volume. ^y ^ 


Medical Electricity and Kontcex Hays, with Chapters on 
Phototherapy and Radium. By Sinclair Tousey, A M 
Consulting Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Clinic, New 
tvn Pp - 1116 :' 750 illustrations. Philadelphia and London: 
W. fi. Saunders Company, 1910. 

Like other books written upon electricity, it first deals with 
general considerations and principles, and then takes up the special 
currents. 1 1 

. 7 ll< i illustrations are good. The book is well gotten up, and it is 

r e T/nT lc ,T e 5 ' K , ht , t0 see new p,ates for mot °r points and not 
the old Erb plate3, which are used m practically every text-book. 

It is difficult to review a large work of this kind, but the first 
impression is that the book is rather too large. Not that compre¬ 
hensive treatment is out of place, but there is a lot of repetition of 
theories by other authors, not only of general principles, but of 
therapy, and the consequence is that many statements are made 'of 
cures of diseases by different forms of electrical application which arc 



